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                       				  Philosophy and the Internet : a question of norms
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Abstract : Our intellectual and social, economical and political practices are based on normative systems which may be not infallible but whose core requirements can in no way be questioned. Nevertheless, the Internet and its conflicting logics significantly affect the certainty of an unquestionable relation of our practices with the standards that rule them. This paper addresses the issue of normativity itself, i.e. the relation that we are meant to maintain, in the context of an absolutely unique networking experience, with standards, laws, ethical and deontological rules, supposed to ensure the properness of our interactions in the "cyberspace.

Résumé : Nos pratiques intellectuelles et sociales, économiques ou politiques, sont adossées à des systèmes normatifs qui ne sont sans doute pas infaillibles, mais dont l’exigence n’est dans son fond nullement remise en question. Or l’Internet et les logiques conflictuelles dont il est animé ébranle notablement la certitude d’un rapport inquestionnable de nos pratiques aux normes qui les régissent. Nous posons dans le texte suivant la question de la normativité en elle-même, c’est-à-dire la question de la relation que nous sommes supposés entretenir, dans le contexte d’une expérience absolument singulière des réseaux, avec les normes, lois, règles morales ou déontologiques, qui sont supposées garantir l’ordre de nos interactions dans le « cyberespace ».
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	As with all activities linked to technological advances, the Internet is regulated by various standards. These can be of a legal, ethical, deontological, even aesthetic nature, or perhaps standards developed over time. The disparate nature and the diversity of rules applied to Internet use, however, create a problem which can be discussed in philosophical terms of normativity.


	However, this observation - the diversity of norms - cannot alone settle "the issue of normativity" as such, as it is vague, equivocal, undefined. One reason is that it encompasses all aspects of our daily activities, whatever their nature, not just those linked to technological advances. All our activities, whether practical or intellectual - whatever we think, say or do - take place in a given normative context : we are supposed to think "clearly", to speak "well", or do "properly". Potentially at least, all our activities are expressions of technical, ethical, and/or intellectual rules, which are acted on more or less directly and consciously. Therefore to some extent, there is nothing specific to be said about our network activities and their "normativity".


	Now deciding philosophically on "the issue of normativity" really means considering the function of normativity as such, in other words the need to align a practical activity or thought with its accompanying standard(s), just as when lining up bricks in masonry, or when ensuring the rigueur of an argument made. As such, the heart of the question is not about the standard itself - whether legal, moral, traditional, technical, logical, and so on - but rather about the very correlation between the activity and the standard : What happens when we link an activity to a standard ? Do we align the action to the rule, or do we progressively create rules which will determine our practice, for which a norm is still being drawn up ? As far as understanding the Internet and its rules is concerned, this is the same as asking whether usage is subject to accepted standards, or the creational foundation for a completely original set of standards, namely, their "normativity".


	Such an alternative makes the Internet a unique concern.


	First let us consider our ordinary activities, where we follow standards that we consider either to be fixed - the "right" or "wrong" of an action, the "truthfulness" or "falseness" of a thought, and so on - or necessary to impose in order to guarantee standard practices, as in implementing regulations that ensure air or maritime transport safety. What is certain in this case is that "standards" are an essential concern, an objective and a priori obligation, and their necessity is not and should not be questioned at all.


	Yet, as far as our Internet activities are concerned, our attachment to objective standards is profoundly undermined. This does not mean that we start replacing existing objective standards with personal and/or subjective standards. However, subjection to objective standards is undermined because of a collapse of effectiveness associated with their "objectivity". In other words, we no longer consider the standards to which we hold in our Internet activities, as having the same necessary and unshakable nature as those linked to the law, morals and rules of our public and private material lives. Of course, our Internet activities are marked by "objective" standards : IT standards that govern networks, judicial standards that govern usage, or deontological standards that more or less determine our activities. However, there is no standard that manages to define stable (let alone definitive) "universal and necessary" directives, in the same way that it is accepted that Law is the "universal and necessary" standard for civil and political interactions. Nonetheless, it is definitively not appropriate to say that the "collapse of the effectiveness" linked to the "objectivity" of standards has brought on the dawn of a new world without standards, more or less forcing us to renounce our accepted standards in favour of, for example, an imaginary posthuman borderless technology-driven way of life. In fact the Internet "issue of normativity" is about understanding the nature of the processes leading to the stabilizing, fixing, and establishment of principles that could govern our network activities, and by extension our "real-world" lives.


	My suggestion is that a new normative regime seems to be brought on by the development of the Internet, and our understanding of it might still be lacking the conceptual framework needed to grasp it clearly and accurately.


	The new "normative regime" implies two points that can be considered jointly. Firstly, the multiplication of network sources of normativity, currently including not just Law, whether national or international, but also on one end of the normativity spectrum, semi-public and/or private authorities - the leading example being ICANN, a private limited Californian organisation that has been set up by the U.S. Department of Commerce to regulate distribution of domain names all over the world ; and on the other end of the spectrum, individuals and/or groups participating in Net life, thus creating rules for their co-existence and the sustainability of networks. Surprisingly enough, the legitimacy of such rules lies exclusively in the fact that they are applied. Notable examples are discussion forums and more generally what is called "netiquette". Therefore and above all, "new normative regime" means : "conflicting and competing rationalities" - partly because as in ordinary judicial interactions, conflicts arise between differing interests, and partly because of the more spontaneous and chaotic ways the Internet works. As a system for exchanging and communicating, it is merely made of the activities that, in their own complexity, are themselves an integral source of normativity. Hence a paradox. Whereas in the ordinary run of things, conflicts can arise due to competing interests, on the basis of accepted and recognised rules (normativity), in the differential and volatile Internet space, barely identifiable competing normativities (sets of rules, whether ethical, legal, etc.) are provoked by competing practices.


	Secondly, "new normative regime" also refers to the fragility of the standards and the spaces for exchanging that they govern. This serves to further explain what is meant by "collapse of effectiveness" associated with the "objectivity" of standards.


	Two fairly symmetrical arguments should be considered to clarify the issue. On the one hand, it is known that the development of P2P networks has damaged various current judicial mechanisms protecting authors' rights. For instance, whilst it is fairly difficult to be a "criminal", because it requires a lot of determination, a fair amount of contempt for the law, and various technical skills, it is on the other hand extremely easy to carry out illegal activities, such as pirating music, films and so on. This distinction is paradoxically neither secondary nor incidental, but rather very important. By its very existence, independently of whether one would wish to damage or infringe human or authors' rights, the Net is a place where (parts of) the Law can be ignored for the "wrongdoer" to act with impunity, no matter which methods are used to protect a producer's so-called "cultural" assets. On the other hand, symmetrically, all attempts to implement a classic and coercive normative model to the Internet - such as the implementation of technical tools that enforce rigid application of rules designed to protect authors' rights - would practically close it down and by extension simply negate the Net's reason for existing. It would lead to the creation of networks designed exclusively for consumerist use, and to quote what Prof. Lawrence Lessig once said, to a "Read Only Internet", rather than what it currently is, a dynamic and intricate network of networks that allows for both the reading and the writing, the consuming and the creation, of information.


	Therefore, the idea of a collapse of traditional normative practices is not simply the product of philosophical imagination, but rather covers an issue that in our daily lives we all come across, namely the "governance of networks". Thinking about normativity and its new regime, means thinking about the ways - not just the rules - in which we want to equip ourselves to deal with the emergence of a radical change in living and communicating ; it means thinking about human communicational practices as such, and more importantly about their reflectivity. What is under consideration here is not just an optimal judicial system for communicating efficiently, but rather new means and new horizons for rules without barriers, a new "normativity" for embryonic skills and know-how, and reflective methodologies opening roads towards the future of our "togetherness".


	These "means and horizons" encapsulate the broad, yet perhaps vague and undetermined idea of governance. "Governance" may incorporate the methods implemented and applied in order to maximise communication activities and exponentially expand them in the future. However, we come against two types of almost insurmountable problems. Firstly, the Net's security, which rather than being a tangible reality, both in the long and short term, remains an illusion. The only way round this would be to create a type Internet that would not allow for productive exchange of information, thereby overcoming this problem ! The second problem is that of conflicting rationalities. Fundamentally this has to do with conflicting ethics - civil, religious, personal, common, etc. - not just a discrepancy between private and/or public interests. Therefore, we need to deal with an axiological issue rather than a practical one. Take for example "hacking". It can just as easily be viewed as pirating, as it is can be viewed as the expression of morals based on militant logic, such as that used by open source or free software socio-political movements.



	      *


	Let us make a final remark, by loosely paraphrasing from an issue of Le Monde Diplomatique, 1997. "Normativity" need not be viewed with either awe or terror. Sceptical optimism is rather called for. Obviously the Internet does not herald the collapse of traditional judicial frameworks for humanity. Neither does it herald a change from a world based on justice and freedom to a world locked by injustice and alienation. Instead, slightly stretching the analogy, we should think of our communicational present as being analogous to the Renaissance, when conflicts of many sorts gave rise to the Classic Era. The discovery of the New World brought into question the validity of systems by which the political and religious Ancient World had until then been structured, following more than ten centuries of intellectual and political development.


	We might very well be facing the discovery of another New World, not topographical this time - where America and Europe are still miles apart - but chronographical - all its parts being considered as in synchronization and interconnected. This is a world with a new tempo, with communicational practices slowly changing the timescale of our everyday lives. We are compelled to speculate that the Internet should be accepted for what it is, with the potentially infinite, or at least unpredictable, existential mutations it is bringing along. For it is most certainly marked by its eternally con-current practices, which at the same time are re-currently shaping it and constantly differentiating it from itself. As a consequence, we may need to think less about our practices and their rules, and more about "normativity" and its infinite mutations, possibilities and intangibility.


	Which is paradoxical. The "issue of normativity" certainly cannot be looked at from a purely objective standpoint - the lawyer's, the judge's, the moralist's - but rather as a symbol of the extreme difficultly surrounding our appropriation of the normative foundations for our communicational practices, to which we will nonetheless be increasingly obliged to identify ourselves and our lives.
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                        «  Traversé de fantômes  » 
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                                Résumé : En prenant l’exemple d’Y penser sans cesse de Marie NDiaye et de Denis Cointe, l’auteure démontre l’influence mutuelle du visuel et du textuel, ainsi que les divers échanges possibles entre les supports artistiques. Tentant de comprendre les échanges intermédiaux au sein de cette collaboration artistique qui a donné lieu à un objet livresque et filmique, l’auteure décèle trois moments fantomatiques, mettant en lumière une présence-absence oscillant entre les supports : l’effacement identitaire (...)
								 
									lire la suite...            
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	Jessé Souza
                        Bolsonaro, raciste en chef du Ku Klux Klan et des petits blancs du brésil

          
          	
	
  
               [image: ] 
          	
	
                        
                        
                            
                                Résumé : Six mois après sa prise de fonction, le gouvernement Bolsonaro est confronté au dégoût d’un certain nombre de ses électeurs. Les preuves du complot pour écarter Lula de la vie politique viennent d’être publiées par The Intercept. Elles encouragent les opposants au gouvernement, mais obligent aussi (...)
		 
		lire la suite...       
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x��z{|Tս�Z{����#�y&��0C���0�*����5Z��`4	��b��N��SPXT����PIiY���iGh?=�*�h^�v�{�������.Z�cey�
{�X>�*ٽ�F�N5�}�^*���W���A7��h?لf�5
���v��.E7�Z���ہ�������o6[	��ed���X�&FӼ�*Բ����ޓ��*�]��8���a�����,�=��G��#$��C����ɷ+��-Y�=�h���jӷ�ñk�æ���x��J01�N�C�c��7p�-��ň]�y�D�(2|v|Ύ��ZD��u4��"����=����d�p����G�i��D[��HZ��|�f&�(3k;�_�vİ�mG,K���H{~�TMj����N���">�/�d�͋xT�����|j����|��o�l��d��Qtg�I�}t�~�9�>���4��qz���4�+�

		`2 �#�K~|�+�v��A#�ҹȹ{(�a�0�������-���&
�8����b6��1kV5���t\��'*Օ�†Z]��	�ЭL��ɘ��G�u�>Όh��*��F�qr���7��(��r�j�jeՊ���?���?��c�W���f���G؆g�S����ߞ �)����Y2�.iieA�����"��Q�O�}��r�oc���ʨ��o���h�ǒ��h��xH�A�S��G,�
�yݾ;�RF��r�\�EQWSu$F�2�|��%P/��6��՚��6M?���>�s��jF�(9ɝ�OjB�T׀⨁k��-X2�0��~>��Rg���2����E��S��篻�aN���}k����/�{�=f^���}������T�0e=��y*�����&�K�)]�����hQ���&I�ncM&�	�mҊ�R�%i�Ӧ��4���Z���l�w�I��i]ZoUc���bx�����5��߿��=r��{�Ԣ���~K��{'{�^��G���L;�Ԅ�#���
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�Y��A7�
��wצm5�
mb�e�������_���>�-h`f���
��fa@`��lYd]���A�}�d���A�!ݠiP̓�A렭�N�Tc�S�ZnJ�R���>k����i�����ϧ5m������pP���:BY��Ra$���Wی4Jc`�Z�E�
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��i��0UP��b���e�J����{r�|��_%��2D�-X��,Q���7��i"$��&�������V�N|��"
s%��ڌ�ߘ���dQ�pm��`A���y�9R���S�|��Ϟz����ώ������O�o?���O}��/ޖ?\�ӹ��ȡo~K�L���'����� �4
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&���\�����������rr��aէN`�`	"�,�8=�i;6�(�c��ҘǨU�Tu�:MoԶ0����6C;h��'�p�%aˬ
ˌ�ya�|��"U�Z����Λ��}�+\rt�V�����������t`�W��cwA�����BǍc���t�t�th��6�Z-��Э�\�پõýó��1�1�1a&[.�UB}�T���g?�����Kj��?��e�p��}����~������ǧ���+�r��*+/�AR��Yq!��T�;��Nl�
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endobj

58 0 obj
>
stream
x�]��n�0E��
/�%v�)�DyH,�Pi? $�T�Ȅ�_���� :ό�ͤ��f�1}�}s�Q�:�z��7ߐ:ҹs�6��1���\�!IC��~�w��,��-�]G�W�U��!I_|K�sg5�X��p�/��U�T�j��kRuHͲyV6�3
�%>�$�ϙ
�[�o������/�K�%x%99����Yk���H���J�{�$��:FO-�zj�,�=��[���ow`�[���+����G�s�W��^���p�_�O�g�菻h�/�ǈ��|�q��9��D���O���F�s�e�?�h�?�n���a��:�s�3n��yF���g��9����Pſo3g�

endstream
endobj

59 0 obj
>
endobj

60 0 obj
>
stream
x��:kxSבs�C�-˒�_�6?$���e0�a�6�X�-c���lb�
J���I�����Aʆ&�M���$Mp�ov�4�_K�e�@��$����mk�{%�6����k�e�3gΜ�93�!��!B���k��� �y��w
�_���C��8�Ƿ{���C�/�;v�������C����vu���N0ԣ��HX7qQ��ob}A�@��N�X?�u]��˵�C��(~4�[}��yB���ui�5�/��~ g�����(@�����n�7���uv_�4L}������?�/ C|��]@��`@�b&�E��m�X~��G��\E@?��^㉱F��V\]���k��!�n��O�N�v�&K�S�p�&z��
k���_��C�DѮ��e��X������f�Ђ	Ҡ�Ѓ2��ʿ~?R0J���8�������o�:h@i#�s����a#t�]p���{�8�:�|F�3�F.�х���F_�^B�ka�#������^!")!��%~8����[�-��N�Y���K��8��_��uH's�bRF��^�#����������K����;�r���Тd�i6j��`Ԣ�[оA��}s5�-���2���!���$y���[�m�>�>�s����'�F�����&~�%��3�l���z�6�O���Ƀ�����!߁�pg�?^Rn�%��w�8YE��S�O8'���
��^XI����(z�
��w�Atq��3�4�#ީ�E�~�`�弐K�搻���fn7̭�{`%_&l������r��d����1o&��p&,�*{UuUe��eeKm�Ғ�%�-,,X`��/��͝��;;';+3cVz�ɘjH�''�Q�9�K�S���PhY����-.$�NYBR�TYr26i*�9{�q�N{�������b�a��7�-�ٱ�
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���85
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�+	{�nu�A��˅��Q�TS�u�_��ϴ�E[?�G�#�h]̣J��>tւ�����ȡ3җ��Bd�Ѿ�&�jU��UY]l��2G������`y���3>��>S��g��5�i`�i��ݶݾ�~�y{���R�t�v�~���ڌ�T��l�Y��6l�l{�{��pd����>9N�.�#U�#gG�Б��v�~�u�^�tD^̂Y�
VQ0sf�3��pfb�MI&��Xy)I2ޖd3n&�y{���A:��f������g{�3�i�G|I>��$�2%���1�$9�t�x��I��-2�d�q�x��M:kL1kMz�V��hm��Z��C۬�j��}Z��~mH�Tџ�ӟ��������ڳ�\�ƨ�j�Z!��hj����(EI���F�
^q��OB��'� �Fxa���!�G��6���� t#t ܄����sQ�GJqF)~h���
��N �F)��:T���+L�������Ȝ�W����d��5��1�_%̷����_�
endstream
endobj

61 0 obj
5697
endobj

62 0 obj
>
endobj

63 0 obj
>
stream
x�]��n� �{�b�Kq��,�.:�E~'�a�C��ƅ�>k�$R
���f����+G�c�1�g\��a�)��j���C���6)-l�-���4J���d��t�q��_�#���q�E�kJ�8#e0�m��(�>
endobj

65 0 obj
<<
/F1 39 0 R
/F2 34 0 R
/F3 59 0 R
/F4 44 0 R
/F5 49 0 R
/F6 54 0 R
/F7 64 0 R
>>
endobj

66 0 obj
>
endobj

67 0 obj
>
endobj

1 0 obj
>/Contents 2 0 R>>
endobj

6 0 obj
>/Contents 7 0 R>>
endobj

9 0 obj
>/Contents 10 0 R>>
endobj

12 0 obj
>/Contents 13 0 R>>
endobj

15 0 obj
>/Contents 16 0 R>>
endobj

18 0 obj
>/Contents 19 0 R>>
endobj

29 0 obj
>
endobj

21 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

22 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

23 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

24 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

25 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

26 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

27 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

28 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

68 0 obj
>
>>
endobj

69 0 obj

/Author
/Creator
/Producer
/CreationDate(D:20080303155404+01'00')>>
endobj

xref
0 70
0000000000 65535 f 
0000098751 00000 n 
0000000019 00000 n 
0000002926 00000 n 
0000002947 00000 n 
0000010432 00000 n 
0000098927 00000 n 
0000010453 00000 n 
0000014815 00000 n 
0000099089 00000 n 
0000014836 00000 n 
0000019954 00000 n 
0000099252 00000 n 
0000019976 00000 n 
0000025162 00000 n 
0000099416 00000 n 
0000025184 00000 n 
0000030430 00000 n 
0000099580 00000 n 
0000030452 00000 n 
0000031341 00000 n 
0000099877 00000 n 
0000100047 00000 n 
0000100217 00000 n 
0000100387 00000 n 
0000100557 00000 n 
0000100732 00000 n 
0000100878 00000 n 
0000101048 00000 n 
0000099744 00000 n 
0000031362 00000 n 
0000047384 00000 n 
0000047407 00000 n 
0000047596 00000 n 
0000048016 00000 n 
0000048288 00000 n 
0000053254 00000 n 
0000053276 00000 n 
0000053472 00000 n 
0000053880 00000 n 
0000054142 00000 n 
0000060823 00000 n 
0000060845 00000 n 
0000061039 00000 n 
0000061387 00000 n 
0000061595 00000 n 
0000078220 00000 n 
0000078243 00000 n 
0000078432 00000 n 
0000079036 00000 n 
0000079479 00000 n 
0000081680 00000 n 
0000081702 00000 n 
0000081891 00000 n 
0000082182 00000 n 
0000082341 00000 n 
0000091046 00000 n 
0000091068 00000 n 
0000091263 00000 n 
0000091739 00000 n 
0000092063 00000 n 
0000097847 00000 n 
0000097869 00000 n 
0000098068 00000 n 
0000098359 00000 n 
0000098527 00000 n 
0000098627 00000 n 
0000098660 00000 n 
0000101197 00000 n 
0000101291 00000 n 
trailer

 ]
>>
startxref
101697
%%EOF

